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Wellington  House, 

Penn  Fields, 

W  OLVERH  AMPTON , 

February  9th,  1907. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Rural 
District  of  Seisdon. 

The  population  estimated  at  Midsummer,  1906,  is 
13,983,  being  an  increase  of  305,  viz. 

Increase  Tettenhall  ...  ...  108 

,,  Wombourn  .  224 

332 

Decrease  Kinver  ...  —  27 

Increase  for  whole  District  305 


The  decrease  in  the  population  of  Kinver,  I  presume 
may  be  accounted  for  by  their  being,  I  am  informed,  21  less 
inhabited  houses,  though  there  are  a  few  new  ones. 

The  greatest  increase  is  still  in  the  Penn  Parish,  but 
there  the  activity  in  building  is  much  diminishing. 

The  Births  number  361,  only  an  increase  of  five, 
which  is  very  slight  compared  with  the  estimated  increase 
of  population,  and  brings  us  face  to  face  with  the  vexed 
question  of  restricted  families,  for  which  there  may  be  little 
excuse  in  the  distant  future,  when  life  may  be  less  strenuous 
and  fortunes  more  equal. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  25*1,  as  compared  with  26*1  last 
year,  though  above  the  average. 
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The  Deaths  belonging  to  the  district  have  been  191, 
about  the  average,  and  the  Death  Rate  18-7,  or  a  little  below 
the  average,  but  just  the  same  as  last  year,  though  there 
happen  to  have  been  nearly  twice  as  many  deaths  in  the 
Workhouse  as  usual. 

The  number  of  Infants  dying  in  the  first  year  of 
their  lives  has  risen  from  24  last  year,  which  was  exceedingly 
low,  to  35,  which  is  still  below  the  average,  giving  a  rate  per 
1,000  births  of  99*7. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

>  ! 

Scarlet  Fever  has  again  been  very  prevalent,  there 
having  been  78  cases,  three  more  than  last  year,  hut  no  deaths. 

1st  quarter  ...  10  2nd  quarter  ...  23 

8rd  ,,  ...  20  4th  ,,  ...  25 

This  prevalence  is  not  more  than  to  be  expected  con¬ 
sidering  the  severe  epidemics  around  us,  especially  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year. 

Many  of  these  cases  have  been  quite  isolated  ones, 
without  the  slightest  clue  to  the  source  of  infection. 

Other  cases  have  appeared  in  the  families  that  have 
suffered  more  or  less  recently  during  this  long  period  of 
prevalence. 

Seventy-two  out  of  these  seventy-eight  cases  were 
treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  exactly  the  same  number 
as  last  year. 

Diphtheria  was  more  prevalent  this  year,  there  having 
been  thirteen  cases,  seven  of  which  were  in  the  Tettenhall 
Division,  but  there  was  only  one  death,  which  is  a  very  low 
mortality,  due  mainly,  I  believe,  to  the  prompt  use  of 
Anti-toxin, 
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Of  Enteric  Fever  there  were  two  cases  reported,  one 
of  which  was  fatal,  and  the  other  a  very  doubtful  case,  I 
should  think. 

Whooping-Cough  was  very  prevalent  in  Pattingham, 
Swindon,  and  Wombourn,  with  one  death  in  the  last-named, 
the  Schools  of  each  being  closed  consequently. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  at  Codsall  and  Burnhill 
Green,  both  Schools  being  closed  consequently. 

Measles  was  also  prevalent  at  Penn,  but  the 
Schools  were  not  closed,  more  especially  as  large  numbers 
of  the  children  had  had  the  disease  recently,  and  were  not 
likely  to  fall  again,  and  consequently  need  not  be  kept  at 
home  because  other  members  of  the  family  had  it. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  ■  ‘ 

The  Royal  Commission  having  issued  their  long- 
looked-for  Report,  and  refuted  Koch’s  theory  that  Bovine 
Tuberculosis  was  not  transmissable  to  man,  no  doubt 
further  legislation  will  soon  follow  to  ensure  that  no  tuber¬ 
culosis  meat  or  milk  shall  be  sold  for  consumption,  and 
possibly  the  disease  may  in  due  course  be  extirpated. 

VACCINATION. 

Of  345  infants  born  from  July  1st,  1905,  to  June 
30th,  1906,  25  have  not  been  vaccinated,  and  20  died 
unvaccinated. 

SANITARY  WORK. 

During  the  year  two  wells  have  been  found  to  be 
polluted  on  analysis,  one  at.  a  cow-keepers,  who  now  gets 
his  water  from  elsewhere,  and  negotiations  have  been  opened 
with  the  Corporation  of  Wolverhampton  to  supply  water  to 
that  neighbourhood  by  the  owner  of  the  property,  but  as 
nothing  has  been  done,  I  should  suggest  that  the  Council 
should  take  steps  in  this  matter. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year  water  was  so  scarce  in 
the  village  of  Pattingham,  that  7  wells  became  dry,  but 
upon  your  calling  upon  the  owners  to  provide  water,  the 
wells  were  all  deepened,  and  a  good  supply  of  water  found. 

It  being  now  necessary  to  supply  Kinver  with  water 
and  drainage,  I  hope  these  will  soon  be  accomplished  facts. 

In  Upper  Penn  the  streets  complained  of  in  previous 
Reports  are  still  in  the  same  condition. 

During  the  year  many  slop  and  water  closets  have 
been  provided  in  this  Parish. 

Forty-nine  Factories  and  Workshops  have  been 
inspected,  and  eight  insanitary  conditions  were  found  and 
remedied. 

Further  details  of  Sanitary  work  will  be  found  in 
subjoined  Inspector’s  Report,  which  shews  much  increased 
work  in  some  details. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  R.  SPACEMAN,  F.R.I.P.H. 
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TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  tlie  year  1906. 


Notifiable 

Disease. 

At  all  Ages. 

Cases  Notified  in  whole 
District. 

At  Ages  -  Years. 

Total  Cases 
Notified  in 
each  Locality. 

No.  of  Cases 
Removed  to 
Hospital 
from  each 
Locality. 

Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

1 

1 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

Above  65. 

Tettenhall. 

Kinver. 

d 

o 

n 

a . 

o 

(S' 

Tettenhall. 

Kinver. 

Wombonrn. 

Diphtheria 

13 

.  . 

5 

6 

1 

1 

.  . 

7 

2 

4 

. 

Erysipelas 

9 

1 

... 

1 

1 

3 

<■) 

o 

2 

7 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

78 

... 

24 

46 

4 

4 

... 

20 

3 

55 

20 

o 

49 

Enteric  Fever... 

9 

LJ 

... 

1 

' 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Totals 

103 

1 

30 

53 

8 

8 

3 

30 

5 

V 

68 

20 

3 

49 

Isolation.  Hospital,  The  Bratch,  Wombonrn, 


TABLE  IV. 

I  give  here  Comparative  Table  of  Causes  oE  Death,  and  Ages  at  which  death  occurred,  during  the  year  1900. 


TABLE  V. — Houses,  etc.,  erecteii  in  the  Seisdon  Rural  District  in  the  year  1906. 
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Humber  of  plans  approved  by  the  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council  during  the  year  1906—44. 
10  of  the  Houses  erected  in  Penn  were  built  from  plans  approved  in  1904. 
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SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  DURING 

THE  YEAR,  1906. 


Number  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  658 

Number  of  Notices  on  Books,  31st  December,  1905  6 

Number  of  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  295 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  295 

Ijeaving  on  the  Books,  31st  December,  1906  ...  6 

Letters  written  relative  to  Nuisances  ...  ...  137 

Letters  written  relative  to  Buildings  ...  ...  40 

Bake-houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Slaughter-houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cow  Sheds  and  Milk  Shops  Inspected  ...  ...  60 

Canal  Boats  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 


Houses  Repaired 

Limewashed 

P,-  •  .  ,  T  f  Schools 
Disiniected  ^ 

I  Houses 

Through  Ventilation  provided 
Overcrowding 
Yards  Paved  ... 

Water  Closets  Repaired  and  Ventilated 
Wash-houses  Repaired 
Wash-houses  Built  ... 

Filthy  Houses  Cleansed 
Privies  Removed  and  Reconstructed 
Emptied  and  Cleansed 
Ashpits  Repaired 
New  Privy  Built 
Privies  Repaired 
Doors  and  Spouting  provided 
Pan  System  adopted  ... 


1 5 
61 

4 
75 

3 

2 

5 

6 
5 
2 
1 

12 

204 

3 

1 

14 

5 

14 


Carried  forward 


432 


18 


Brought  forward  ...  432 

Privies  Limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Waste  Water  Closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  19 

Flushing  Closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Pans  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Drains  laid  to  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Cesspits  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Foul  Cesspits  filled  up  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Foul  Ditches  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Slop  Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ceased  keeping  Swine  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pigsties  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Foul  Pigwash  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Manure  and  other  Filth  removed  ...  ...  ...  30 

Foul  Fold  Yards  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cowshed  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Filthy  Fowls  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Supply — Pumps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tap  Water  laid  on  to  Houses  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wells  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Wells  deepened  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Polluted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  ...  740 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS’  ACT. 

Number  of  Factories  Inspected  ...  ...  ,..  5 

,,  Workshops  ,,  ...  ...  ...  44 

,,  Homeworkers’  Premises  Inspected  ...  7 

,,  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  8 
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